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ANNUAL REPORTS— SULLIVANT MOSS SOCIETY— 1919 

Report of the President 

Reprints and letters from our friends abroad indicate that some of them, 
at least, have found leisure and peace of mind sufficient to enable them to renew 
or continue their bryological studies. Dr. Brotherus has escaped the serious 
disturbances in Finland, and has issued three reprints in English, from specimens 
contributed by the Rev. W. W. Watts, on the mosses of the New Hebrides, 
some new species of Australia, Tasmania and New Zealand, and the mosses of 
North Queensland, having also described a new species Anoectangium incrassatum 
Broth, from Jamaica collected by F. Borgesen. The fifth contribution to the 
Bryological Flora of the Philippine Islands has also been issued with eighteen 
new species. 

H. N. Dixon has reprinted the mosses of the Australian Arctic Expedition 
of 1911-1914 and continued his "Miscellanea Bryologica" (VI) with notes on 
Chaetomitrium Deplanchei and its allies, including one new species of Semato- 
phyllum. M. Theriot has issued separates of the Mosses of New Caledonia 
(1914), a contribution to the bryological flora of Chili (1918) with descriptions 
and illustrations of six new species and the mosses of Annam with figures of 
seven species. M. R. Potier de la Varde has also contributed seven new species 
with illustrations to the flora of Annam. His drawing^s show a simplicity and 
clearness which are pleasing. He also contributes descriptions of some mosses 
from Natal and E. China, describing and figuring some species of Brotherus 
and Paris which have only been known by ms. names. M. Jules Amann, assisted 
by O. Mylan and P. Culmann, has continued his studies of the Flora of Switzer- 
land, by issuing the first part of the "Flora des mousses de la Suisse." 

Owing to the printers' strikes last summer and the g^reatly increased cost 
of publication, the Bryologist has fallen behind and is somewhat less than its 
usual size, but as the unsettled labor conditions readjust themselves we hope 
that it will be possible to maintain our usual size and schedule, and that the 
work of the members of the Society will continue to set as high a standard of 
accuracy as it has in the past. 

Mr. Kaiser has taken care of the moss-herbarium. Dr. Evans and Miss 
Lorenz have continued their studies of New England Hepatics, and Mt. Desert 
has yielded some interesting species. Miss Haynes has devoted her time and 
studies to the Hepatic collections and Mr. Plitt to the Lichens. Mr. Rapp 
continues to collect mosses in Florida and the status of Fissidens DonneUii Aust. 
has at last been settled by his finding of good fruiting specimens! He has also 
recently distributed an interesting set of lichens, including some new species 
named by Mr. Merrill. Mr. Williams has been devoting much time to lichens 
during the war, but has had occasion to study several South American collections 
from the National Museum and a set of Arctic mosses from the Geological Sur- 
vey of Canada. I have continued my West Indian work besides answering 
numerous letters and naming specimens for various members of the Club. 



We welcome as our new president, one who has long had the interests of 
the Society at heart and devoted much time and effort to its publications. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Elizabeth G. Britton', President 
New York Botanical Garden'. 



Report of the Secretary-Treasurer 

In the Annual Report for 1918 the Secretary expressed the hope that the 
delays in the appearance of the Bryologist could be avoided during the forth- 
coming year. Unfortunately, it has not been possible to realize the hope ex- 
pressed. There is a certain consolation in noting that this condition of chronic 
delay is apparently not peculiar to the Bryologist, but seemingly affects most of 
the magazines which come to the Secretary 's desk. Nevertheless, the Secretary 
still hopes that it may be possible during 1920 to have the issues appear rather 
more closely on time. The period of transition through which the world is now 
passing is, in part, responsible for these delays; another cause, the lack of suffi- 
cient manuscript, was commented upon in the notice of the annual elections; 
but a third reason lies in the pressure which mere living now puts upon the time 
of both the Editor and the Secretary, as well as upon the time of each member. 
The Officers of the Society feid that now, more than ever, they must rely upon 
the cooperation of the individual members, otherwise the pressure of necessary 
work will crowd out that which for the Officers and the Editor is really a labor of 
love. 

The changes in the membership of the Society since the last annual report 
are summarized as follows. There have been three deaths, Rev. C. H. Waddell, 
Mr. E. C. Wurzlow, and Miss Lura Perrine, the latter a charter member of the 
Society. Six members have either resigned, or have failed to answer communi- 
cations, which under the Post Office rulings necessitates a loss of membership. 
To balance these losses, ten new names have been added to the lists since 
December 1918, so that the total membership on December i, 1919, is 143. 

The Secretary has commented in previous reports upon the matter of the 
Offerings to Society Members, so that at this time there is little further to be 
said. During the past year there have been in all eighteen species, ten of mosses, 
four of hepatics, and four of lichens, offered to members for the usual terms of 
return postage. These offerings have been put forth by seven different persons. 
The Secretary extends to these seven his hearty thanks for the cooperation which 
they have shown. Just the same, the condition indicated by the small number 
of the offerings and the "faithful few" is most discouraging for the continuation 
of this plan. Suggestions from members as to how this condition may be rem- 
edied will be most welcome. If there is any other scheme that will work better, 
it should surely be suggested. It is certain that the present method is not ideal. 

The financial condition of the Society is shown in the statement immediately 
following. Taking into account that in this report there are included payments 
for seven issues and an index for the Bryologist (September 1918 to September 



— 13 — 

1919 inclusive) it seems fair to assume that the expenditures and the receipts 
have about broken even. There is still a small amount in back dues that has 
not been collected which is partly offset by the advance payments recorded. 
The cost of printing has greatly inci eased, and a very decided economy has been 
necessary in the matter of plates and the size of editions, as well as the number of 
pages per issue. It seems to be possible to continue for a while at the present 
rates for dues and subscriptions, but this may not prove possible much longer. 
The Secretary is free to state that the apparent costs are as low as they are only 
because certain members have most generously contributed without cost, ma- 
terials for plates, and have refused to send in bills for expenditures in the way of 
postage and supplies foi which they should by rights, have been reimbursed. 

In conclusion, the Secretary wishes to assure the members that he will do 
all that is in his power to make the coming year a successful one for the Society. 
He also wishes to extend to each member most cordial greeting and good wishes, 
and regrets that the pressure of work necessitates taking this general method, 
instead of the personal letter which he would prefer to write 

Summary of Accounts 
Receipts 

Balance on hand, December 1,1918 $127.62 

Dues for current year i8s.70 

Subscriptions for current year 68.44 

Arrears collected 6.20 

Advance payments 6.60 

Sales of back issues and sets 43.30 

Incidental receipts, advertising, etc 27.66 

Received through combinations, for Dr. Grout 8.0s 

Receipts from Hasse Lichens 22.8s 



$496.42 

Expenditures 

Minor printing and stationery $ 15.20 

Postage, bank fees, and incidentals 14.82 

Paid to Dr. Grout 8.50 

Herbarium expenses 7.19 

Purchases for members 7.20 

Express and transportation charges 5.16 

Plates for the magazine 14.7S 

Printing, seven issues Bryologist and Index 303.6s 

$376.47 
Balance on hand, November 30, 1919 $119.95 



$496.42 

Edward B. Chamberlain, Secretary-Treasurer 
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Report of the Election of Officers for 1920 

In response to the ballot sent out November 19th, 1919, to all members of 
the SuUivant Moss Society, sixty replies were received. The voting returns are 
as follows: for President, Mrs. Annie Morrill Smith, 59, Dr. L. W. Riddle, I; 
for Vice President, Dr. L. W. Riddle, 59, Mrs. Annie Morrill Smith, l; for Secre- 
tary-Treasurer, Mr. Edward B. Chamberlain, 59. Accordingly, Mrs. Smith, 
Dr. Riddle, and Mr. Chamberlain are elected. 



Report of the Curator of the Moss Herbarium for 1919 

During the last year noteworthy mosses from northwestern Ontario, col- 
lected by Dr. O. E. Jennings, were determined and he will later report more fully 
upon these specimens. Among rare species were Splachnutn ampullaceum L. 
and Tetraplodon bryoides (Zoeg.) Lindb. Mr. H. C. Beardslee contributed 
mosses from the neighborhood of Asheville, N. C, which well represent the more 
frequent bryophytes of that region. 

Among other welcome contributors and correspondents are: Mrs. E. G. 
Britton, Mrs. Aravilla Taylor, Mrs. R. L. Lowe, Mrs. Ella L. Horr, Mr. R. S. 
Nanz, and Mr. E. B. Chamberlain. A number of personal letters were sent out 
with the object of stimulating interest, but, notwithstanding, the year has been 
an inactive one in correspondence with our membeis. Once more we hope for a 
livelier bryological interest in 1920, the Curator remaining, as ever, ready to de- 
termine specimens and carry on exchanges, provided that sufficient material 
for exchange be sent in. 

The Herbarium at present numbers 4,121 specimens, representing 1,194 
species and varieties, contained in 257 genera. 

George B. Kaiser, Curator 

232 West Mt. Pleasant Ave., Mt. Airy, Philadelphia, Pa., Dec. 1919. 



Report of the Hepatic Department for the year 1919 

The herbarium acquired during the past year three hundred and fourteen 
specimens; total number, five thousand two hundred and twenty-three. Small 
collections were sent by the following members: Mrs. Frank E. Lowe, Rev. H. 
Dupret, Rev. Demetrio, and Mr. G. K. Merrill. Mr. G. M. Pendleton sent 
thirty pockets each of the following rare species to be distributed to important 
foreign and local herbaria; Cephalozia affinis Lindb., fruited, and Jungermannia 
cordifolia Hook., fruited. This good example should be followed. Mrs. Britton, 
very thoughtfully, sent several reprints of species figured and described, which 
can be usefully placed in our Society herbarium. Miss C. C. Haynes contributed 
nearly an entire set of Husnot's Hepaticae Galliae and various specimens from 
her herbarium. 
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Offerings met with a scant response. Mr. A. H. Brinkman of Dowling, 
Alberta, Canada, has on foot a most excellent plan of establishing exchanges, 
which merits quick collaboration among us. 

With the return of Dr. Conklin to his old place at the helm, things will soon 
be bettered. Naturally the best way to welcome him will be by nearly over- 
whelming him with Society work. 

Respectfully submitted 

Caroline Coventry Haynes, Curator pro-tern. 
Highlands, New Jersey 



Report of the Lichen Department for 1919 

During the past year interest in the study of Lichens has continued una- 
bated. 

The herbarium has been enriched by several quite generous contributions; 
two of these, however, having been received too late to be mounted this year. 
Of the specimens received during the early part of the year, 55 have been mounted, 
making the number now in the herbarium 3440. 

Our list of contributors is headed by Dr. N. L. T. Nelson, Dr. O. E. Jennings, 
and Miss Alice Eastwood. Dr. Nelson's contribution was collected in Texas, 
and contains some interesting specimens from that part of the world. Dr. Jen- 
nings contributed two different collections, one collected in Ontario, and the 
ether in Florida. Miss Eastwood 's contribution is a most interesting collection 
from Hawaiian Islands; none of these specimens have as yet been mounted. 
Other contributors are: Mrs. M. A. Noble, who sent specimens from Florida; 
Mr. S. Rapp, who, too, sent specimens collected in Floiida; Rev. H. Dupret, 
who sent specimens collected near Montreal, Canada; Mrs. Ella L. Horr, and 
Mr. P. G. M. Rhodes. Mr. Rhodes never forgets us, and this year has sent us 
some specimens collected in England. 

Each year the curator is asked by some student contemplating the study of 
Lichens, what book or books, he would recommend for the beginner, and, he 
invariably recommends first. Dr. Schneider's "A Guide to the Study of Lichens," 
(the "Guide " holds a warm spot in his heart, it is the book that got him interested 
in the study of these interesting forms of plant life); and, second, but not least, 
that he get a copy of Prof. Fink's "The Lichens of Minnesota. " With these two 
books, together with an earnest desire, of wanting to know, and the help of some 
sympathizing friend, willing to help, progress is bound to be made. Don't expect 
to msister the study of Lichens in one summer, it is hard work, and only a strong 
interest will keep you at the work. The curator is willing to do his part as sym- 
pathizing friend, he only too well knows the value of such friends. After you 
begin to know somthing about Lichens, you will soon learn to value other works, 
and will acquire them. 

Before leaving this subject, I must not forget to call the beginner's attention 
to the many excellent articles in The Bryologist. and especially to the following: 
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First of all, to those of Mrs. C. W. Harris, twelve in number, beginning in Volume 
IV, and running through Volumes V, VI, and VII. They are illustrated, and 
are just the kind for beginners. Then by all means read Prof. Sargent's "Lich- 
enology for Beginners," the tour parts of which are to be found in Volume VIII. 
In the same volume will be found an article by Prof. Fink, "How to Collect and 
Study Lichens." Other valuable articles are Prof. Fink's "Notes on Certain 
Cladonias, " beginning in Volume VII, and running through Volumes VII, VIII, 
IX, and X; Mr. Merrill's "Lichen Notes," beginning in Volume VIII, and run- 
ning through several volumes; and Prof. Riddle's "A Key to the Species and 
Principal Varieties of Cladonia Occurring in New England" in Volume XIII. 

It is to be hoped that the interest and the enthusiasm shown in the study of 
Lichens this year will continue unabated. 
Respectfully submitted, 
3933 Lowndes Ave., B.m.timore, Md. Charles C. Plitt, Curator 

Dec. 31, 1919. 



EXCHANGE DEPARTMENT 

Offerings — To members of the Sullivant Moss Society only. Return post- 
age should accompany the request. 

Miss Caroline C. Haynes, Highlands, N. J.- — Lepidozia sandvicensis Lindenb. 
Alaska, U. S. Bureau of Soils Kelp Investigations Expedition, 1913. Collected 
by Prof. T. C. Frye. 

Mr. A. T. Heals, 71 West 23rd St., New York City. — Fabronia octoblepharis 
(Schleich.) Schwaegr. and Tortula pagorum (Milde) DeNot., collected by Miss 
Daisy J. Levy, at Harper's Ferry, W. Va. 

Mr. Severin Rapp, Sanford, Florida. — Lecanora cupressi Tuck., collected 
by Mr. Rapp, in Florida. 



